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The Cipo Canastero Asthenes luizae is a neotropical ovenbird (Furnariidae) described

in 1990 from a small and isolated population inhabiting a mountain top of Serra do

Cipo in southeast Brazil (Pearman 1990, Vielliard 1990). The genus Asthenes is

distributed in the Andean-Chacoan-Patagonian region of South America, and its

discovery in the mountains of Southeast Brazil represents evidence of a

zoogeographic connection among these regions (Vuilleumier et al. 1992).

For some years after its discovery, A. luizae was known only from the type-

locality, named 'Alto da Boa Vista', 19°17'S, 43°34'W, municipality of Santana do

Riacho, Minas Gerais State (Fig. 1). The place is a < 10 km2 rocky outcrop at Serra do
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Figure 1. Map of Minas Gerais State showing localities of records for the Cipo Canastero Asthenes

luizae. 1 Serra do Cipo National Park; 2 Alto da Boa Vista, Serra do Cipo; 3 Ribeirao do Campo
waterfalls; 4 Campo Alegre; 5 Capivari; 6 Campina do Bananal.
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Cipo (Collar etal. 1992). This fact led Collars al. ( 1992) to include the species in The

Threatened Birds of the Americas: the ICBP/IUCN Red Data Book on the premise

that the species inhabits "...as yet only a tiny area within the Serra do Cipo, Minas

Gerais, Brazil, where it faces possible threats from cattle-grazing, fires and brood-

parasitism". This was highly, if not all, based on the scanty information presented in

Pearman (1990) and Vielliard (1990). Due to the total lack of data on its range and

population status,^, luizae is officially considered as 'Vulnerable' in Brazil (Andrade

1998).

A few years later, Andrade et al. ( 1 998) and Cordeiro et al. ( 1 998) published new
records of the Cipo Canastero. These records extended its range 100 km north, and

also recorded it within the Serra do Cipo National Park (Table 1 ). All these records lie

south of the Rio Jequitinhonha Valley (Fig. 1). Here however, we describe the

occurrence of a population of A. luizae north of Rio Jequitinhonha Valley, and discuss

the consequences of such a discovery for its conservation status.

On29 February and 1 March 2000 we undertook field work in Campina do Bananal,

1 6°5 l'S, 43°02'W, a 900-1 ,400 mplateau of the Espinhaco Range in the municipality

of Botumirim, north of Rio Jequitinhonha Valley, Minas Gerais State (Fig. 1). Weused

binoculars to watch the birds and two mist nets along 8 h of ornithological survey in

this area. The vegetation of this plateau is characterised by typical 'campo rupestre'

where abound Bromeliaceae (Encholirium sp., Tillandsia sp., Vriesea sp.), Cactaceae

(Pilosocereus sp.), Clusiaceae (Kielmeyera sp.), Ericaceae (Agarista sp.),

Eriocaulaceae (Paepalanthus spp.), Melastomataceae (Lavoisiera sp., Microlicia

sp., Tibouchina sp.), Orchidaceae {Habenaria spp., Oncidium sp., Stenorrhynchos

sp.), Poaceae (Chusquea sp.), Velloziaceae (Barbacenia sp., Vellozia spp.), and

Verbenaceae (Stachytarpheta spp.).

On 1 March 2000 we found a dead Cipo Canastero in one of our mist nets at 1 ,320

m elevation. The specimen was deposited in the Colecao Ornitologica do

Departamento de Zoologia of the Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (DZUFMG),
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais State, under registration no. DZUFMG2855. On the

same day, we heard and observed three other individuals within an area of 450 m2

around our campsite. One of them was foraging on the rocky outcrop among bushes

of Tibouchina sp. Although we did not tape-record its vocalizations, their songs

closely resembled those from the type-locality (see Vielliard 1 995).

The bird collected at Campina do Bananal, a male, had brown iris, grey tarsi and

black bill with grey on its base. The measurements taken are: mass 30.5 g, total length

186.0 mm, wing 70.0 mm, tail 95.0 mm, tarsus 27.1 mm, culmen 17.6 mm. These

measurements are similar to those of the holotype deposited in 'Museu de Zoologia

da Universidade de Sao Paulo', registration number MZUSP73831. The type-

specimen, another male, measures: wing 69.9 mm, tail 89.6 mm, tarsus 24.4 mm,culmen

1 9.5 mm. Someplumage features of these two specimens differ. The back of DZUFMG
2855 is dark grey, rather than dark greyish-brown in the holotype MZUSP73831.

Furthermore, the belly of the specimen from Botumirim is grey, while in the holotype

it is greyish-brown, and the superciliary stripe of DZUFMG2855 is more conspicuous
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and more greyish. The significance of this variation is unknown. Unfortunately the

paratype is not deposited in a public collection and its access is more difficult.

DZUFMG2855 was a young bird, with 25%cranial ossification.

This record extends the Cipo Canastero's range c. 1 70 km to the north of its former

known range (Fig. 1). It is possible that other populations of A. luizae will be found

even further north, in the 'campos rupestres' of Serra do Barao and adjacent mountains

in the municipality of Grao Mogol.

Wecould not assess if this population of A. luizae is under threat. Wedid not

record the Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis, a possible brood-parasite according

to Vielliard ( 1 990) and Collar et al. ( 1 992). Cattle-grazing occurs at Campina do Bananal,

but the locality is not yet within the tourist route, although an incipient program of

'eco-tourism' had been started.

As the number of professional ornithologists and birdwatchers grows in Brazil,

new localities for endemic and even new taxa are being discovered. For instance, from

1 983 to 1 998, 1 7 new bird species were described in Brazil. Of those, 1 4 species were

found in localities close to densely populated parts of eastern Brazil (Vuilleumier et

al. 1 992, Raposo 1 997, Sick 1 997, Bornschein et al. 1 998, Coelho & Silva 1 998). Some
of these recently found taxa have been sometimes assigned as threatened simply due

to lack of information, as has happened with A luizae. A. luizae is apparently endemic

to the Espinhaco Range (Ridgely & Tudor 1994, Silva 1995, Sick 1997, Stattersfield et

al. 1998), but these mountains have not been surveyed in a systematic way. More
extensive studies of this species' geographical range and variation are needed to

assess its true status.
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TABLE 1

Localities of records of the Cipo Canastero / [sthenes luizae.

Locality Municipality Coordinates Elevation Source

Alto da Boa Vista, Santana do 19°17'S, 43°34
, W 1,100 m Vielliard (1990)

Serra do Cipo Riacho

(type-locality)

Serra do Cipo Jaboticatubas 19°23'S, 43°33'W 1,185 Andrade et al. (1998),

National Park 1,300 m Cordeiro et al. (1998)

Ribeirao do Campci Conceicao do 19°05'S, 43"33
, W 1,100 m Cordeiro et al. (1998)

waterfalls Mato Dentro

Campo Alegre Santana de

Pirapama

18°48'S, 43"53
, W 1,000 m Cordeiro et al. (1998)

Capivari Serro 18°26'S, 43°25'W 1,100 m Cordeiro et al. (1998)

Campina do Botumirim 16 51'S, 43"02
, W 1,320 m Present : study

Bananal
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